
 

  However, leaving home with a dog, cat, or other 
animal presents poses its own obstacles for the vic-
tim.  If the victim is going to stay with a friend or 
relative, she may not be able take the animal with 
her due to a variety of factors (other animals in the 
home, problems with landlord, allergies, etc.).  If she 
goes to stay in a shelter, she cannot take the animal 

with her because of 
child safety concerns 
and the welfare of the 
animal.  This presents 
an additional barrier 
to victims of domes-
tic violence who wish 
to leave; after endur-
ing abuse, it is dev-
astating to part with 
a loved pet, and dan-
gerous to leave the 
pet in the home.

To better address 
this need, and to pro-
mote the safety of 
both victims and their 
animal companions, 
My Sister’s House is 
happy to announce a 
new partner program 

with Pet Helpers.  This program will provide foster 
homes for animals that need a placement due to the 
owner leaving a domestic violence situation.  Foster 
homes will care for the animals up to 60 days while 
the owner is living in the shelter or transitioning 
to a new home.  If you are interested in becoming 
a foster home for animals, please contact Kristi at 
744-3242 or kristi@mysistershouse.com.  My Sis-
ter’s House will be having a joint orientation with 
Pet Helpers in the near future for potential foster 
homes.   

Sarah Baird, Director of Program Services
Kristi Cogswell, DSS Liaison
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According to the American Humane Society, over 
70 million households include companion animals.  
It’s easy to understand the attraction:  pets provide 
love, security, company, and entertainment.  Many 
of us consider our dogs, cats, birds, or other animals 
to be part of our family.  

But unfortunately, this deep bond can become a 
tool that abusers use 
against their victims.  
Pets often become pri-
mary targets in homes 
where domestic vio-
lence occurs.  The abus-
er threatens, harms 
or kills family pets to 
show control and to 
send a warning:  I have 
the power of life and death.  
You could be next.   

This is not an idle 
threat.  Studies indi-
cate that in over 80% 
of homes with pets in 
which domestic abuse 
is occurring, the pet is 
hurt or killed.    In fact, 
domestic violence is a 
factor in 13% of all ani-
mal abuse cases.  

South Carolina legislators are considering a bill 
that will allow a victim to petition for her animal’s 
safety too when she requests an order of protection 
against her abuser.  House Bill 3117 was introduced 
in 2009 and is currently pending in the Judiciary 
Committee.  If passed, this provision will help vic-
tims who are reluctant to leave the abusive situation 
because they fear for the safety of their pets.  The 
abuser will not be able to use the pet as a pawn to 
manipulate the victim into staying, because she can 
obtain the legal right to take the animal with her.  

  Don’t Forget About Me:
Pets and Domestic Violence

http://www.pethelpers.org/



